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Parking Study - Background and Origin

» CBRM Forward made significant updates to parking requirements in relation to
residential construction.

» Parking study was commissioned to serve dual purpose in the analysis of current
parking standards and impacts of these changes under the Housing Accelerator
Program



Parking Study
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Figure 5: Parking Supply and Demand in Downtown Sydney
Figure 6: Parking Supply and Demand in Downtown Glace Bay



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Parking demand was studied in Sydney, Glace Bay and North Sydney through this study and as you can see. North Sydney and Sydney both face significant challenges in parking availability. To note, the data collected was prior to the opening of the NSCC college campus. 
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Figure 7: Parking Supply and Demand in Downtown North Sydney




Study Findinqs

N T S

Special Designation of No on-street parking be designated for a special purpose other than

On-Street Parking Spaces accessible parking or commercial loading.
Access to Public Parking Remove the middle driveway to the North Sydney parking lot and replace it
Lot in North Sydney with a pedestrian walkway
Parked Meters

. Continue to bag or remove meters that are too close to crosswalks
Positioning

Amend By-law P-100 to include the use of pay-stations and smart phone

Pay Stations
apps.

Parking Enforcement Dedicate two staff positions to parking enforcement

Parking Drainage, Design Include measures identified in Section 7.4 into design of new parking lots
and the Environment and rehabilitation projects.

A target of 5% should be set as the minimum percentage of all on-street and
municipally-owned off-street parking spaces being designated accessible

By-law Update Changes I

Accessible Parking

Parking Study
I



Study Findings

T T R

Designated accessible parking stalls should meet the regulations of Nova

7.5 Accessible Parking Scotia Building Code and should be signed with the Province of Nova Scotia
signage regulations with sign RB-52B

Work with a private sector partner to provide electric vehicle charging in

hourly parking sections of municipally-owned off-street lots
Controls to Prevent All- Continue to post 30-minute parking controls where warranted on residential

Day Parking on streets surrounding the downtown Sydney pay area. Provide an exemption

/A Electric Vehicle Charging

Residential Streets to timed parking controls to street residents
Continue to add Loading Zones within downtown Sydney in response to
Loading Zones identified issues associated with need for commercial loading and passenger
drop-off

Bus Stops and
7.10 Movement of Transit
Buses

Parking Study By-law Update Changes I

Work with Transit Cape Breton to identify areas where turning and other
manoeuvring of buses is impeded by legally or illegally parked cars



Presenter
Presentation Notes
What you’ll find before you are the series of recommendations from WSP in relation to parking in these three studied areas. On the left you can find the corresponding section where you’d find more detail in relation to the recommendations provided. 


Study Findings

T R

Include consideration of park-and-ride in future transit planning projects.
Work with Nova Scotia Public Works to create and improve carpool parking

lots at highway interchanges.
Add more wayfinding signs advising drivers of the locations of public parking

lots. Add parking location maps (noting accessible parking spaces) to the
municipal website.

Parking Lot Each of these parking lot consolidation opportunities be explored by CBRM
Consolidation and implemented where possible

, The Municipality create at least one-half of a full-time equivalent position
6.1 Parking Governance o ,
(0.5 FTE) for the co-ordination of parking
\ e

\

By-law Update Changes I

Carpool and Transit Park

7.12
and Ride Parking

7.5 & Directional Signs for
7.14 Public Parking Lots

Parking Study
I


Presenter
Presentation Notes
In total you will find 14 summary recommendations 


Prioritization

Proposed Not contained in the Not Supported At This
Implementation current proposed Time
revision
Special Designation of On- Access to Public Parking Lot in  Accessible Parking
Street Parking Spaces North Sydney
Parked Meters Positioning Parking Enforcement Loading Zones
Pay Stations Parking Drainage, Design and  Parking Lot Consolidations

the Environment
Electric Vehicle Charging

Controls to Prevent All-Day
Parking on Residential Streets

Carpool and Transit Park and /
Ride Parking

Directional Signs for Public \
Parking Lots
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Prioritization - F_uture Consideration
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[ Existing Pay Area
[ Proposed Extended Pay Area

e 400m Walking Radius from
Major Generator

Figure 36: Expanded Parking Payment Area in Downtown Sydney
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
For future consideration, staff have identified the expansion of downtown parking zones, alongside residential exemptions. Due to the larger ramifications such as budget and staffing constraints, implementation of residential parking exemption policies and administration, it was not a recommendation considered in the proposal today, however could be revisited in line with budget configurations for as a future project to address the undersupply of parking. 


Prioritization - Not Supported at this

time
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Property Ownership
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Figure 9: Consolidated Parking Opportunity - Downtown North Sydney

By-law Update Changes



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some of the recommendations would be considered ambitious for a variety of reasons. For example, staff do not currently support the consolidation of private parking showcased, without significant buy-in from the private stakeholders impacted and capital planning. However, should demand continue outstrip supply, the option still exists as identified. 


Implemented Solutions
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Figure 19: Illegal Parking Spaces Indicated by Poor Meter Placement

— A



Presenter
Presentation Notes
We’ve been able to immediately implement some changes such as addressing section 5.4 in relation to meter positioning. Many of the illegal metered parking spaces have been removed by the by-law team to ensure public safety when using the roadways. 
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Recommendations

Parking Study



Presenter
Presentation Notes
We’ve been able to immediately implement some changes such as addressing section 5.4 in relation to meter positioning. Many of the illegal metered parking spaces have been removed by the by-law team to ensure public safety when using the roadways. Additionally, as many of you are familiar Charlotte Street redevelopment was completed with pay stations as opposed to new single meters. On the right, you’ll find one of the already installed electric vehicle stations located at the public library, awaiting finalization of administrative components of rate setting and bylaw updates. 


By-law Update Overview

p Statutory Authority » Exemptions to Parking

» Definitions Restrictions
» Parking on Municipal » Penalty Provisions
Property » Reformatting

» Type of Payment

» Unlawful to Park or
Impede

I

Changes I


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Possible notes for Scott 

Karen assisted with the draft bylaw
 
In addition to the amendments required as a result of the Parking Study, staff are also recommending a series of housekeeping amendments to the CBRM Parking Meter By-law. A redline version of the proposed changes is provided on PG ___ of you agenda. The purpose of these amendments is to improve the clarity and implementation of the By-law. Most of the proposed amendments do not alter the substance or intent of the By-law but rather make it easier to read and administer.​ 
 
Definitions 
A series of definitions are being added to add in the implementation of the By-law. They include EV Charging Station, EV-Designated Parking Space, Mobile Application, and Pay Station 
 
Parking on Municipal Property 
The current By-law applies only to on-street parking. To provide greater flexibility, a new section is being added to regulate parking on other municipal properties. 
 
Type of Payment 
The existing By-law recognizes only coin payment. To reflect technological advances, the By-law should be amended to include additional forms of payment. 
 
Unlawful to Park or Impede 
Existing provisions related to unlawful parking or impeding traffic apply specifically to metered areas. With the addition of pay stations, this section is being restructured to cover both payment methods. 
 
Exemption for Parking Restrictions 
A new section, Exemptions for Parking Restrictions, is being recommended to be added. Based on a review of other municipalities, this section exempts emergency and municipal vehicles from certain parking rules while on duty. It also allows vehicles with Veterans’ License Plates, accessible parking permits, or special number plates to park for the maximum time allowed in a parking area without payment. This is especially important in areas with central pay stations, to support individuals who may have difficulty using mobile devices during the transition to parking zones. 
 
Penalty Provisions 
The penalty section has been reformatted for clarity. Fine amounts have also been updated to align with common provincial practice, with penalties now tied to the number of convictions. 
 
Conclusion 
As a result of clarifying language, adding new terms, and restructuring certain sections, the By-law requires reformatting and renumbering to ensure consistency and ease of reference. This change also allows for enforcement of the bylaw based on new technology being implemented but also includes enforcement based on a traditional parking meter.   
As the amendments include provisions for pay stations and the regulation of off-street parking on municipal property, staff are recommending that the title of the By-law be updated to the “Parking By-law.” Given the scope of changes and the name revision, it is recommended that the existing Parking Meter By-law be repealed and replaced with a new Parking By-law 



Recommendation

1. Give first reading to the Parking By-law and schedule a
public hearing to consider amendments to the Parking By-

law: and

2. Direct staff to proceed with implementation of consolidation
projects, expansion and modernization of parking payment
systems, implementation of time limits, and associated
enforcement practices as recommended and outlined In
the CBRM Parking Management Study
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