
Winter Operations
2026
Report to Council



Jurisdiction

CBRM 
Primarily urban roads within 
the former towns and City.  
Exception being designated 
unlisted roads and all 
sidewalks in the former 
County of Cape Breton

Nova Scotia Department of Public 
Works (NSDPW)

Primarily rural roads and 
highways within the former 
County of Cape Breton 
except those designated as 
CBRM’s



Operations

5 Major Winter Operations

Roadway Salting
Roadway Plowing
Sidewalk Plowing and Ice Control
Snow Clearing / Removal
Hydrant Clearing

Levels of Service



Winter Sidewalk 
Maintenance
• Winter sidewalk maintenance starts 

after the roads are completed.
• Not all sidewalks are done
• Sidewalks are cleared on a priority 

basis. 
• Priority 1 – Around schools, 

commercial areas
• Priority 2, and 3 are done only after 

all the Priority 1’s are complete.
• Very seldom do we get to the end of 

the priority 3’s before another snow 
event

• We review the sidewalk network and 
priority levels and try to respond to 
different situations  and new 
developments.



Winter Sidewalk Maintenance



Winter Parking Ban

CBRM has a winter parking ban

• Effective December 15 – March 31 
Winter Parking Regulations are in 
place to help Public Works crews 
keep our streets clear.

• This means NO street parking 
between 1-6 a.m. every night, as 
well as during and within two 
hours of snowfall.

• Any vehicles obstructing snow 
removal efforts will be ticketed 
and towed.



Winter Maintenance Cost



Equipment
Maintained in 4 public works garages
with a team of automotive and heavy 
equipment mechanics

FLEET
• Graders
• Loaders with wing blades
• Loaders with buckets
• Salt trucks with blades
• Salt trucks
• Backhoes (some with blades)
• Ton trucks with blades and salters
• Sidewalk Plows (with 

blades/blowers)
• Tractors with blowers
• Blowers for Loaders



Questions
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