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PROCLAMATION 

 

Wi’kipatmu’k Mi’kmawey/Honouring of the Mi’kmaw Way 
 

 

 

WHEREAS: In 1993, Premier John Savage and Mi’kmaw Grand Chief Ben 

Sylliboy declared October as the official month to recognize and 

celebrate Mi’kmaw culture and heritage. Mi’kmaq History Month is 

celebrating its 30th year and invites everyone to join in the celebration 

of Mi-kmaw culture and heritage; and 

 

WHEREAS: Each October, community activities, events, sharing and showcasing 

the Mi’kmaw history take place across Nova Scotia. Everyone is 

encouraged and welcome to participate in Mi’kmaq History Month 

events; and 

  

WHEREAS: In 1986, the then Grand Chief Donald Marshall Sr. proclaimed every 

October 1st as Treaty Day. It commemorates the key role of treaties in 

the relationship between the Nova Scotia Mi’kmaq and the Crown. 

The annual ceremony reaffirms the historic presence of the Mi’kmaw 

who have occupied the land for thousands of years. The Mi’kmaq 

Nation and the crown also exchange gifts to mark each October 

1st. By celebrating Treaty Day, we are giving thanks to the Mi’kmaw 

and the Crown for signing treaties of peace and friendship. People 

continue to gather their home communities, on October 1st to 

participate and enjoy various cultural events in celebration of Treaty 

Day. It is a reunion for many Mi’kmaq and a time for people to learn a 

part of Nova Scotia’s 12,000 year-old history; and 

WHEREAS: Each year, September 30 marks the National Day for Truth and 

Reconciliation. The day honours the children who never returned home 

and Survivors of residential schools, as well as their families and 

communities. Public commemoration of the tragic and painful history 

and ongoing impacts of residential schools is a vital component of the 

reconciliation process. Both the National Day for Truth and 

Reconciliation and Orange Shirt Day take place on September 30. 

Orange Shirt Day is an Indigenous-led grassroots commemorative day 

intended to raise awareness of the individual, family and community 

inter-generational impacts of residential schools, and to promote the 

concept of “Every Child Matters”.  The orange shirt is a symbol of the 

stripping away of culture, freedom and self-esteem experienced by 

Indigenous children over generations. 
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Wi’kipatmu’k Mi’kmawey/Honouring of the Mi’kmaw Way (Cont’d) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

BE IT THEREFORE  That CBRM Mayor Amanda M. McDougall-Merrill and Council  

RESOLVED: encourage all residents to wear orange to honour the thousands of 

Survivors of residential schools, honour Treaty Day and celebrate the 

educational journey of Mi’kmaq History month throughout October 

and every month in the Cape Breton Regional Municipality. 
 

 
Mayor Amanda M. McDougallMayor Amanda M. McDougallMayor Amanda M. McDougallMayor Amanda M. McDougall----MerrillMerrillMerrillMerrill    
 

September 26th, 2023 
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