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ADDENDUM  

to  

Public Hearing Held  

February 20, 2018 
 

 

 

Zoning Amendment Application – 1037 Chris Skidmore, East Bay Highway, Big 

Pond (PIDs 15327539, 15327547, 15327554, and 15327562: 

 

Written Submissions Received at the Public Hearing: 

 

 Roy MacInnis (See page __3__)    

 

 Debbie Moffatt (See page __27__)   

 

 David Moffatt (See page __32__)    

 

 Mike Britten (See page __40__)   

 

 Paula MacInnis (See page _ 49 _)   

 

 John Reed (See page __56__)   

 

Applicant: Chris Skidmore (See page __57__)    
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Mike Britten BSc Eng. (Chemical)

Process

• Environmental Assessment

• Wetlands

• Weaknesses and comparisons in Provincial Legislation

Environmental Concerns on Lochmore Harbour

• Endangered species

• Migration of contaminants

• Increase Human Activity

Presentation Highlights
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With respect to this zone amendment application, I 

understand that you as Council need to consider Part 2 

policy 17e, with regard only to the following criteria:

Visual Compatibility

Dust or Fumes

Traffic

However in my opinion, as elected officials of 

CBRM and forward thinkers you need to consider 

a more detailed approach. 

An environmental assessment is the process that anticipates the 
potential impacts of a proposed project before being carried out 
promoting responsible sustainable development
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Land commonly referred to as marsh, swamp, fen or bog that either 

periodically or permanently has a water table at, near or above the land's 

surface. 

Wetland

Wetland vs Beach
In part as per page 5.11 of the MPS: 

Swimming and bathing beaches aren’t manufactured. Only the right combination 

of sand and accessible water make a successful beach. 
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NOVA SCOTIA

An Environmental Assessment is only required for this project if a 

total of 2 ha ( 4 football fields) or more of any wetlands are altered 

or destroyed. 

X 4

EA Required No EA Required
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Environmental Assessment May Not be Required for this Project ?

No Environmental No Environmental No Environmental No Environmental Assessment Assessment Assessment Assessment ---- approvals will be administered only by:approvals will be administered only by:approvals will be administered only by:approvals will be administered only by:

• Nova Scotia Department of Environment (onsite sewage treatment,
storm water management and water withdrawal)

• Nova Scotia Department of Transportation and Infrastructure Renewal
( traffic study)

Page 44



2/26/2018

6

Furthermore,  the following departments will not be part of the process

• NS Dept. of Natural Resources (endangered Species)

• Dept. of Fisheries & Aquaculture (oysters)

• Fisheries and Oceans Canada (fish kill)

• NS Dept. of Agriculture (organic farm)

• NS Dept. of Health (water quality)

• NS Dept. of Environment (adverse & environmental effects)

• NS Dept. of Transportation and Infrastructure Renewal (movement of 
farm equipment) 

• Local Municipal Office (by-laws)

• Communities, Culture and Heritage (Cultural, Heritage, Historical, 
Archaeological, Unesco)

• Environment and Climate Change Canada (Sea level rise)

• Canadian Environmental Assessment Agency (Federal Financing - ACCOA)

• Non-Government Organizations First Nations (CEPI)

• Service Nova Scotia and Municipal Relations (permitting)

OTHER ATLANTIC PROVINCES

• New Brunswick: All major recreational or tourism developments, must be 

reviewed with respect to potential environmental impacts. For your 

information a RV Park in Shediac is still under review since 2014 with 86 issues yet to 

mitigated as of July 2017.

• Prince Edward Island: All major recreational or tourism developments must be 

reviewed  with respect to potential environmental impacts. 

• NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR: All major recreational or tourism 

developments, must be reviewed with respect to potential environmental impacts. where 

the area of the land to be developed is more than 10 hectares (25 acres)

Page 45



2/26/2018

7

Environmental Concerns on Lochmore Harbour

This project may cause adverse affects to the Bras D’or Lakes by increasing  the 

concentration of contaminants in Lochmore Harbour.  

• Nutrient poisoning 

• Solvents and detergents

• Pharmaceutical Substances (Plastics)

• Prescription & Non-prescription drugs

• Hydrocarbons from oil and gas 

• Destruction of plant and marine life from 
increased human interaction with the Pond 
and Lake

Source of contaminants
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Barn Swallow Endangered (2013) Canada Lynx Endangered (2002) Piping Plover Endangered (2000) 

Big Pond Endangered Species

Without an Environmental Assessment  the  Endangered Species Act for the 

province of Nova Scotia will not be initiated. 

Cape Breton was once known for the most toxic site in North America: 

Don’t let this happen to the Bras D’or Lakes
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YOU MUST VOTE NO TO 

AMENDMENT 1037

In my opinion:
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A RISK WORTH TAKING

Tourist Accommodation Needs Assessment –  Final Report

Prepared by Group ATN Consulting Inc. for the Government of Nova Scotia

Available October 2017

Demand All Cape Breton Campgrounds 2006-2015

Year Site Nights Sold Occupancy %

2006 155,100 38

2007 152,900 37

2008 142,600 37

2009 154,500 40

2010 165,000 42

2011 141,904 35

2012 130,261 34

2013 154,182 42

2014 152,392 41

2015 159,326 41

Chart A: long-term low occupancy rates and accompanying lack of growth in nights sold
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CBRM Municipal Planning Strategy MPS 8.7

CONSIDER INTERMUNICIPAL SOLUTIONS TO 

ADDRESS PROBLEMS AND PROVIDE 

INFRASTRUCTURE
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